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were common betwixt them, and in all they did they had both this only
view, which they made the whole endeavour of all their actions, that
watching or sleeping, in solitude or in company, at work or in study,
fasting or taking necessary refreshment, or whatever else they did, they
might live only to glorify God, continually adore and honour with all
their faculties the Divine Being and do his will. All their fervour and
watchfulness could not have been able to secure their innocence had they
not carefully shunned the rock of bad company, which St Gregory parti-
cularly remarks:x " Neither did we," says he, " keep company with scholars
that were impious, rude, or impudent; but with those that were the best
and the most peaceable, and those whose conversation brought us much
profit; being persuaded that it is an illusion to seek the company of sinners
on pretence to reform or convert them: it is far more to be feared they
will communicate their poison to us." A most important precept to all
men, especially to youth; the neglect of which is the ruin of the strongest
virtue and renders abortive all the care and instructions of the most zealous
parents and pastors, and all the fruit of the best education. St Gregory
adds of himself and his friend: " We knew only two streets, and chiefly
the first of these which led us to the church and to the holy teachers and
doctors who there attended the service of the altar, and nourished the
flock of Christ with the food of life. The other street with which we
were acquainted, but which we held in much less esteem, was the road
to the schools, and to our masters in the sciences. We left to others the
streets which led to the theatre, to spectacles, feastings, and diversions.
We made it our only and great affair: it was our only aim and all our
glory, to be called and to be Christians."

Everyone who is called to the care of souls is bound to exert his utmost
efforts to qualify himself to publish to men the great truths of salvation
with a dignity that becomes the great importance of that function, which
is the first, the principal, and the most indispensable duty of every pastor,
and on which depends the salvation of most of the souls that are com-
mitted to his care. Basil and Nazianzen in this view applied themselves
to the study of oratory, and, imitating the industry of a Thucydides or a
Demosthenes, they with incredible pains formed their style upon the
best models.

St Basil excelled likewise in poesy, philosophy, and every other branch
of literature. By many observations on natural philosophy scattered in
his works, especially in his book, On the Creation, or work of six days,
Called Hexaemeron, it appears that his skifl in the history of nature was
aoore just and more extensive than that of Aristotle, notwithstanding the
helps which the treasures of an Alexander were able to procure him,
In logic, such were his superior abilities and dexterity that it would have
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